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SUBJECT: PRESS ACCREDITATION OF U.S. MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES 
REPORTED REVOKED 

1 . EMBASSY INFORMED THAT NEW YORK TIMES HAS FILED A DESPATCH 
ALONG WITH THE ASSOCIATED PRESS CONCERNING THE FEB. 14 DECISION 
OF THE INDIAN PRESS ACCREDITATION COMMITTEE (CONSULTATIVE 
GROUP OF PROFESSIONAL NEWSMEN WORKING WITH MINISTRY OF 
INFORMATION OFFICIALS) REVOKING THE ACCREDITATION OF 57 
INDIAN JOURNALISTS. 

2. THOSE INVOLVED WITH U.S. AFFILIATIONS ARE PRAN SABHARWAL, 
BUREAU CHIEF, BALTIMORE SUN, AND P.K. KHANNA, CONTACT 
REPRESENTATIVE, NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY. 

3. THERE HAS BEEN NO OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT OF THESE 
DECISIONS, NOTHING HAS BEEN PUBLISHED HERE ABOUT THEM, AND 
THE PARTIES CONCERNED HAVE RECEIVED NO OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION. 

4. HOWEVER, SABHARWAL ADVISES US THAT FRIENDS ON THE 
ACCREDITATION COMMITTEE HAVE TOLD HIM THAT HIS NAME WAS ONE OF 
11, FOR WHICH NO REASON FOR DIS ACCREDITATION WAS GIVEN, 

ONLY THAT THEIR STATUS IS REVOKED FOR "SECURITY 
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5. P. K. KHANNA SAYS HIS ACTIVITIES FOR NBC WILL BE 
HAMPERED BY THIS MOVE. 

6. ERNIE WEATHERALL, AN AMERICAN WHO RECENTLY STARTED 
FUNCTIONING HERE AS AN NBC CORRESPONDENT, SAYS THE DECIS- 
ION ON KHANNA'S ACCREDITATION COMES AS NO SURPRISE TO 
HIM. WEATHERALL SAYS KHANNA IS NOT A JOURNALIST OR A 
CORRESPONDENT AND DOES ONLY MISCELLANEOUS AND VARIED JOBS 
IN CONNECTION WITH NBC ACTIVITIES HERE, AND THAT HE HAS 
ENJOYED ALL THE PRIVILEDGES ASSOCIATED WITH 

PRESS ACCREDITATION WHILE NEVER REALLY FUNCTIONING AS A 
NEWSMAN. 

7. AS WAS SITUATION WITH NEWSWEEK'S R. RAMANUJAM, 

SABHARWAL IMMEDIATELY FACES LOSS OF A CONCESSIONAL 
RENTAL OF GOVERNMENT OWNED RESIDENTIAL QUARTERS, 
TELEPHONE, ETC. KHANNA LIVES IN NON-GOVERNMENT HOUSING 
AND HAS AN NBC TELEPHONE. 

8. DETAILS ARE GIVEN TO THE DEPARTMENT AT THIS EARLY 

STAGE AS STATESIDE PUBLISHED REPORTS MAY GENERATE QUESTIONS 
ON THIS LATEST ACTION IN INDIA TAKEN AGAINST U.S. MEDIA 
REPRESENTATIVES. 

9. FOR HONG KONG: ADVISE AL CHAMBERS/JACK REYNOLDS 
OF SITUATION AS IT EFFECTS NBC. 

SAXBE 
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